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HE Houſe of Nathazie! Thompſon the Ptintet , upon Information, 

that divers Seditious Books or Papers, were. Printed by him And 
. eſpecially, a Book Intituled the Prodipal returned home ; aſfercing the 

PopeSSupremacy in EccleliaſticalAfairs being ſearched,e#c.A-cohiidet- 
"Pl able quantity @ thoſe Books, were tound and 1eized by Mr. Stephens 
Meſſenger. to the! Prels ;, as likewiſe, a Book known by the name of 'Dolemay' a-! 
bout Sucteſſon, 'whereupon Mr, T howsſon by virtue of 'a' Warrant, 'beins'taken' 
into. Cuſtody, afrer ſame Examination was Committed to Newgate, -Bail nor being” 
accepted, 4n a caſe of ſuch a dangerous conſequence, notwithſtanding, he moved 
by, his Counſel at the. Xings-Bench Bar," for a Habe xs C:rpms, Which after ſome diffi: 
culty. he: obtained, and. was thereupon removed” Corpus” cum” Canſu, oof the” Kings:' 
Bench, and charged 'with an Inditment of Treſpaſs and Miſdemeariours;'Ffor Print- 
ing the {aid Seditious and dangegrons Libel '; apon'which,*the Tryal eofhie-6n'uport 


Nift prius," on the 26th of November 1684, when as the Council for the King; af- 
ter'the: Juries'being ImpanellFd, and ſworn; openedthe Caſe;-Informing/the Jutors 
that . Nathaniel Thomſon the Defendant, 'ſtood Indicted, for Printing! a Sedittous and 
dangerous; Book or. Libel, alerting the Pope's Supremacy aboye rhe Kings," in' or- 
der to withdraw His Majeſties Sabje&s from their-+ Allegiance, and to bring a ſean 
hed Government &c. .and that divers of-the' ſaid-Books.- Tati- 
la. -:-:c, had been found in his 'Houſe, that he had been no- 
ad accuſtomed himlelf to Print and dilperſe Libells ec, which 
dear to them upon Evidence, to this effeR, the Indictment bs. 
wells were called and ſworn, when'as Mes Fephens gave Evi ©; 


dence, that being Informed by one A/exanger Banks, not long before in Service with 
Mr. Thomſon, that ſeveral ill Books ſ{editious and dangerous to the Government, had 
been P;inted by higMaſter, and thar many hag heen dipes d of, and that himſelf had 
help'd to Compole part of a Book, Gall d the Prodigal retapned home, and that he 
doubted not, if ſearch wis ſpeedily made, ſome part of them might be. found in 
o to his aſſiſtance one Mr. Clinch 
ſe, found ſeveral of thoſe, Bogks.in 
; of My 7 Iwgſprs 

| } oh thay'he 
{| and'the Libellous Pamphlet Intitled 


f : 
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them bgyond the Seas, not defigning to diſperſe they in F1g/ani, 3nd that he 
had named the Author, but his name he could. not well remember : -Fhe Evi- 
dence having proceeded thus far againſt the Priſoner, Alexander Banks was Exa- 
mined, and demanded whether he. had not Compoled part of the Book in que- 
ſtion, who with many abrupt ſtammerings, endeavoured to deny it, although 
he had formerly ſworh it, agd his Examination taken by Mr. Recorder, predu- , 
ced, for which willfull Retration, being ſharply xeproved, Mr. clinch the Con- 
able was Examined; who confirmed all that Mr. Stephens had (ſworn, in rela- 
tion to the finding the Books in the Houle of Mr. Thowſox, adding, that meet- 

- Ing with Mrs, Thomſon, and perceiving hcr to' hol ſomething {lyly behind her, 
he demanded what it was, to which the replied, nothing, but he preſkigng her 
to ſee it, Her Maid, took it out, of her hang, and went abgur, to eſcape with it, 

| but xwas. raken, and! the Book ſeized, which; imported matter of: very/euil con- 
ms: Me | | 

Notwithſtanding , the Evidence being thus full, that the Jurors might the 
better underſtand the maliciqus deſign of the Libel, divers Paragraphs on which 
the Proſecution was grounded, were Read, Importing, that; the Proſelites of the 
Reformed Churches; by reafon of the Hereſit” they embraced, were not capable 
of Salvation, and that St. Peter being once appointed Head of the Church, the 
Pepe-as-hisSucceffor;- derived this Power from him, and that all Ecclefiaſtical 

_ dignities. muſt of necefſity hold of. him and the.Biſhops_&c. ovght ta, bezof his 
Coffitaling Inſinuating how. Gregory the Great, had the whole Power, of Eccle- 
faſtical Aﬀaires in his hands, and. that Chriſtian Princes ,intermedled nat therein, 
het heTent -Sr. Atgaſtine and his 20uks into this Nation, who EfRtabliſhed the 
Komiſh Religion, and ſubjected: the Eccleſiaſticks to the Sea of Rome, In fine, it al- 
together appeared to jultitie thc Romiſh Religion, and plead for the Popes Supre- 

 macy,, magnifying, the Ponrifical, Prelaces, arid juſtifying them: 18 their Alfnyparron, 
and. unlawful claime. | OE, j 

--» *» To this the, Priſoners Council made; reply, that he haped'what had been pro- 
ved, would not. extend to make, his Client guilty of publiſhing. the Books(@yhicty 
he.could not. deny. were, ill and not juſtifiable) far as much-as:it did"not ap- 
pear, he had expoſed; any 'of them to fail, to which it. was, replied ;. that: he 
had confeſſed he had 'Printed them, and. it could: not be, Imagined:;he:defigned 
them; for, waſt Paper, or. to diſpoſe of to any other end,- than; to diſperſe; them 
or..that they might- be, diſperied, and that ſuch things. were of. ill conſequence; 
nor had-this, been the-firſt Libel the Priſoner . had. Priated,. as had appeartd:tups 
an.Evidence,, when little, or. no-other defence being. made , the. Right; Honouruw 


ble. the: Lord Chief Juſtice, gave the Charge, fully. ſumming . up. the iExidenee;. 


and. minding them7eſpecially, of- what the Priſoner had voluntarily: ;confeflegdii 
laying open! the .dangerqus- effects, ſuch Libells. might produce; declaring;thae. 
ypon, the ,Evident proof they had before them , and. the confefliane. of: the: Pop4 
. ſoger-whic : had.beeg- ſworn, | they could no. leſs then Afnd--him. Guilty: where 
upon laying their | Heads: together;, withqut 'going . from. the: Bar,- theyigave.aw 
thein Yergict; that Nathaniel Thomſon was. Guilty, ofthe. Trelpais, g0,-. And/hecons 


inued in; orders; te irceeive the, Judgment of che. Court. _ 
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